Available now: The online guide The WineHunter Award
The prestigious guide to the best Italian enogastronomical products, meticulously evaluated by
the name giving WineHunter and founder of the Merano WineFestival, Helmuth Koecher, is now
online. More than 2,500 different wines have received an award out of over 5,000 assessed ones.
Also more than 400 gastronomical products have received either the Rosso or the Gold Award.
Now, people are eager for news about who out of the best Gold award winners will receive the
renowned The WineHunter Award Platinum.
Merano, 16th of August 2018 – From today on the online guide The WineHunter Award is accessible free of
charge under award.winehunter.it. Expertise and experience lies behind WineHunter's "hunt for the best
wine and gastronomic product", says Helmuth Köcher, president and founder of the Merano WineFestival
(9-13 November 2018). A constant progress is achieved together with his tasting commissions, confirmed by
the ever increasing number of products sent for evaluation.
Out of the over 5,000 wines tasted, just about 2,500 have been able to enter the guide; among these excellent
wines 54 are candidates for the Award PLATINUM, the most important recognition, awarded to wines that
have distinguished themselves for excellence and uniqueness. The ROSSO Award is awarded to wines with
a score from 88 to 89.99 out of 100; the GOLD to those with a score from 90 to 94.99 and finally the
PLATINUM rewards those who scored over 95 points out of 100. The PLATINUM winners are only announced
during the Merano WineFestival. Not just wine; The WineHunter Award guide also selects gastronomic
excellences. Helmuth Köcher selects the highest quality products of Italy, small and large artisanal producers,
with uniquely delicious tastes are included in the online guide. The guide is intuitive and designed for a linear
navigation even with tablets and smartphones. Through the side menu you can filter the products displayed
according to Type, Denomination, Region, Award.
For The WineHunter Helmuth Köcher "Excellence is an attitude"! His vision of the world of wine is
represented by excellence and in this context it is manifested by a work of art that over the centuries is
considered an undisputed masterpiece of world painting: The Garden of the Delights, triptych of the Flemish
painter Hieronymus Bosch operating in the second half of the 1400s. The artistic masterpiece consists of
three parts; on one side the Earthly Paradise with the creation of Adam and Eve; on the other the Inferno.
While the middle is inhabited by a vision of purgatory. For Helmuth Köcher the work serves as an expression
of his vision about the world of wine and represents a parallel with the parameters with which he evaluates
the products he tastes.
"The art work represents what I look for in a wine," explains Köcher. "In the picture there are three parts that
can be compared to the various levels of recognition that I express thanks to The WineHunter Award. When
I face a wine and regard its particularity, the wine transmits a series of emotions. If these emotions do not
allow you to define the sensation well, and it is too vague or the sensations too crowded without form, then
the wine does not fall within the parameters of the Award. The recognition with an award begins when you
are able to distinguish details and finesse out of the sensations it provides you (Rosso Award); then, the more

you climb, you get to the quality, which takes form and conveys more than just a sense of taste but an image
of an idea (Gold Award) and excellence. Finally, when you reach the top of this climb you get a magnificent
product with unique or perfectly executed components that interact harmoniously on every level to get you
to the Terrestrial Paradise (Award Platinum). But we must not forget that one can also fall into the Inferno,
when a wine has problems or does not provide the necessary quality. The Triptych of Delights to me
represents the world of excellence and storytelling with which you can explain the whole philosophy of The
WineHunter ».

Ufficio Stampa & PR: smstudio srl - Stefania Mafalda M +39 345 58 10 157 press@meranowinefestival.com

